Name: ______________________________ Homeroom: __________ Date: __________
INFORMATIVE / EXPLANITORY WRITING RUBRIC - GRADE 7
CCLS W.7.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
CCLS W.7.4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
CCLS W.7.5:  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.
CCLS W.7.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
CCLS W.7.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation.
CCLS L.7.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCLS L.7.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
CCLS L.7.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 
CCLS W.7.8 Gather relevant information form multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citations.
CCLS CCR.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.
CCLS CCR.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
CCLS CCR.3: Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
CCLS CCR.6: Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	Strengths:


	Next Steps: 



	Grade:



	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	 Presentation of Information 
CCLS W.7.2a
CCLS W.7.2f
CCLS W.7.4
	Topic is not introduced.  Ideas, concepts, and information are disorganized. Strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; including formatting, graphics, and multimedia are not used to aid comprehension. A concluding statement or section is omitted or irrelevant.  Ending is abrupt.
	Topic is not clearly introduced.  Ideas, concepts, and information are basically organized but may not preview what is to follow. Strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; including formatting, graphics, and multimedia may not be used to aid comprehension. A weak concluding statement or section follows vaguely   but may not support the information or explanation provided. 
	Topic is clearly introduced, previewing what is to follow. Ideas, concepts, and information are organized using strategies such as definition, classification, contrast/contrast, and cause/effect; including formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension.  A concluding statement or section follows and supports the information or explanation provided. 
	Topic is very clearly introduced, previewing what is to follow.  Ideas, concepts, and information are logically organized into broader categories using many strategies such as definition, classification, contrast/contrast, and cause/effect; including formatting, graphics, and multimedia to aid comprehension. A strong concluding statement or section follows from and clearly supports the information or explanation presented.  

	Information and Evidence
CCLS W.7.2b
CCLS W.7.9
CCLS W.7.9b
CCLS W.7.7
CCLS W.7.8
CCLS R.7.1
	 Topic is insufficiently developed. Facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples are inaccurate or irrelevant. Sources are insufficient or not credible. Evidence fails to support analysis, reflection, or research.
	 Topic is partially developed with accurate. Relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples, using some credible nonfictional sources. Evidence basically supports analysis, reflection, and research.
	 Topic is sufficiently developed with accurate, relevant, well chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and other information and examples, using several credible nonfictional sources. Evidence supports analysis, reflection, and research.
	.  Topic is well developed with many accurate, relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, and other information and examples, using many credible nonfictional sources. Evidence strongly supports analysis, reflection, and research.

	Language and Wording
CCLS W.7.2c
CCLS L.7.3
CCLS L.7.3a
CCLS L.7.6
CCLS CCRL.3
CCLS CCRL. 6
	Sentence patterns are highly repetitive and basic.  Language fails to express ideas precisely and concisely. Wordiness and redundancy are evident throughout paper. General vocabulary is far below grade-appropriate.  Domain-specific vocabulary is not used. Appropriate transitions to clarify relationships among ideas and concepts are not effectively used. Ideas are not presented cohesively.
	Sentence patterns are not varied for meaning, reader interest, and style. Writing is repetitive. Some language expresses ideas precisely and concisely, but may fail to eliminate wordiness or redundancy. General vocabulary is slightly below grade-appropriate. Little domain-specific vocabulary is used.  Some appropriate transitions indicate relationships among ideas but may not create cohesion.
	Sentence patterns are adequately varied for meaning, reader interest, and style.  Language expresses ideas precisely and concisely, without wordiness or redundancy. General vocabulary is grade-appropriate.  Domain-specific vocabulary is used throughout paper.  Appropriate transitions create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and concepts.
	Sentence patterns are highly varied for meaning, reader interest, and style. Language expresses ideas precisely and concisely, without wordiness or redundancy. General vocabulary includes words and phrases beyond grade level.  Domain-specific vocabulary is properly used throughout paper. Appropriate transitions create seamless cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

	Conventions of Standard English
CCLS L.7.2
CCLS CCRL.1
CCLS CCRL. 2
	Command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling not demonstrated.  Many errors interfere with comprehension.  
	Command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling is weak. Few errors appear, some of which may interfere with comprehension.
	Command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling is clear.  Errors are minimal and do not interfere with comprehension.
	Command of the conventions of standard English grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling is clear.  May include few minor errors that do not interfere with comprehension.

	Revision
CCLS W.7.5
	With some guidance and support from peers and adults, writing remains undeveloped and is not strengthened by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. Purpose and audience are not addressed.
	With some guidance and support from peers and adults, writing is somewhat developed and strengthened by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. Purpose and audience are partially addressed.
	With some guidance and support from peers and adults, writing is developed and strengthened by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. Purpose and audience are addressed.
	With some guidance and support from peers and adults, writing is developed and strengthened by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. Purpose and audience are successfully and consistently addressed.

	Adherence to Task
CCLS W.7.4
	Many aspects of the task have not been addressed.  Many specifics may be incomplete or omitted.
	Most aspects of the task are addressed.  Some specifics may be omitted or too generally addressed.
	All aspects of the task are adequately addressed. No additional elaboration is included. 
	All aspects of the task are fully addressed, including additional elaboration beyond what was required.



